
Greetings!  My name is Vicki Rosette and I am the Chair and Program Director for the Respiratory Care 

department within the School of Graduate and Professional Studies (SGPS) at Washington Adventist 

University (WAU).  I am so excited about our new Bachelor of Science in Respiratory Care (BSRC) degree 

advancement program.  More about the program later…. 

When I graduated from Blue Mountain Academy (high school) and started RC in 1980, I was primarily a 

pre-MD student using RC as a stepping stone to medical school and trying to do both meant it took me 

three years to get my AS in RC.  As Maryland did not have a licensure requirement at that time, I was 

able to begin working as a Respiratory Therapist (RT) during my first-year-second-semester in the AS 

program and was able to get considerable RT working experience during my second year of college 

while taking pre-med science courses instead of RT classes and clinicals (the clinical schedule conflicted 

with science lab times).  After more reflection, I loved RC so much that I decided to stay in RC and not go 

to medical school after all. I completed my AS degree in RC in 1983 from Columbia Union College (which 

became WAU in 2009).   I began teaching clinicals in 1984 while I continued working as a staff RT and 

taking courses toward my BS in RC.  I was very fortunate to meet my husband, Manuel Rosette, in 

Mexico, when I did a student missionary year before my last year of college.  After returning from 

Mexico, I completed my BS in RC at CUC in 1986 and married Manuel in 1987.  I continued working full 

time in adult acute and critical RC as well as teaching clinicals for the AS program for the next three 

years.  In 1990 the CUC RC Program Director (PD) moved to another institution and I was recruited to 

become the Director of Clinical Education (DCE) as Mr. Alvin Tucker moved up from being the DCE to 

being the PD.  Mr. Tucker and I continued teaching the CUC/WAU Respiratory Care Program together for 

the next two and a half decades, switching positions in 2005, until the entry level AAS program was 

closed in 2014 and we graduated our last cohort of students in 2015.   

During those years Manuel and I were blessed with three children.  Our oldest, Christina, has graduated 

in 2016 with a BS in Biology, a minor in Chemistry, and minor in secondary education.  We are thrilled 

that she is currently able to do a year abroad, improving her Spanish in Argentina, as her gap year before 

graduate school – she wants to do something in Biology research.  Our second, Danny, was blessed with 

his year abroad last year, improving his Spanish in Spain, and is now at WAU working towards a BS in 

Physical Fitness Management on his way to graduate school for Physical Therapy.  Our youngest, 

Elizabeth, is currently enjoying the new opportunities of being in middle school, sixth grade, where she 

is loving gymnastics, soccer, basketball, cheerleading, band, bells, and anything else that becomes 

available.  Even my husband, Manuel, is in school working toward his MBA at WAU.  I am looking 

forward to 2019 for the potential of graduating my first BSRC students as well as the potential of 

Christina graduating with her MS, Danny graduating with his BS, and Elizabeth graduating from 8th grade.  

What a year of graduations that could be! 

One of my strengths is learning.  After years of wishing I could be a student again, I finally began my 

graduate school in 2011.  I worked, one course at a time, through Dr. Tom Barnes’ fully on-line program 

at Northeastern University, completing my MS in Respiratory Care Leadership in 2015.  I was very 

fortunate to be retained by WAU to build the new BSRC degree advancement program and I am excited 

to use what I learned and experienced with Dr. Barnes to create an awesome learning experience for 

our BSRC students.  



I am here for your success, 
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